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Building birdhouses is yet another way to enjoy the birds in our backyard, and author Michael

Berger explains in his book Easy Birdhouses & Feeders that you don't need a lot of tools or

advanced equipment to create useful shelters for our avian friends. Here you'll learn how to make

and install a simple nesting birdhouse out of a flowerpot.   Flower Pot Nesting House   Notice the

groove in the bottom of the wood semicircular front that allows water to drain from the bView larger 

Flowerpot Nesting House Birds are ingenious little creatures, and many are not picky about what

they build a house in. I've seen wrens build houses in discarded watering cans, robins on top of old

wheelbarrows, and sparrows just about anywhere you'd rather they didn't. This house takes

advantage of that tendency and can be used by a variety of small songbird species. Consisting of

nothing more than a clay flowerpot and a semicircle of wood, the flowerpot house is extremely easy

to build and provides a nice bit of shelter when tucked into a tree's forking branches or mounted in

any sheltered location. Note: If you live in a region or neighborhood where predation is a concern,

incorporate a suitable predator guard into your plans. Birdhouse Placement When mounting the

birdhouse, you can use a wood screw and a large fender washer driven through the drainage hole

at the base of the pot (which now serves as the back of the house). Tools, Hardware, and Supplies

You'll Need Jigsaw Round file 6Ã‚Â½"-dia. clay flower pot 6"-dia. wood circle (from scrap), cut in

half Construction adhesive or silicone caulk 1" or larger fender washer and 3" exterior screw

Building the Birdhouse 1. Measure the inside diameter of the opening of your flowerpot; then draw a

circle of that diameter on a scrap of cedar and use your jigsaw to cut it out. For a 6Ã‚Â½"-dia.

flowerpot like I used, your circle should be roughly 6" in diameter. 2. Cut the wood circle in half; then

use a round file to rasp a drain hole along the bottom curve of the semicircle. 3. Use silicone caulk

or construction adhesive to glue the wood semicircle into the opening of the flowerpot. 4. To mount

the flowerpot birdhouse on a tree trunk, slide a 1" or larger fender washer over a 3" screw; then

drive the screw through the drainage hole in the bottom of the flowerpot and into the tree.
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"Berger (The Best Birdhouses for Your Backyard) offers a tidy manual for bird enthusiasts, with the

endorsement of Bird Watcher's Digest magazine. These are simple and very doable projects. While

16 different birdhouses are the focus, there are also ten bird feeders projects and four bird baths.

This charming, compact book covers many bases. First is an introduction to general basics,

including materials, tool use, and care of birdhouses. Each birdhouse project includes information

about relevant species, proper placement, and construction details. Also included is a cutting list, a

list of hardware and supplies needed, and an exploded view of the project, with measurements.

These are not cutesy, artsy birdhouses shaped as rocket ships or castles; they are simple, plain

structures that are meant to meet the needs of the bird, not the homeowner. Less detailed than

Margaret A. Barker and Elissa Ã‚Â­Wolfson's Audubon Birdhouse Book, this title still contains

species-specific information, along with tips to deter predators. VERDICT This rather small book

(five-by-eight inches) might be a little pricey but will have broad appeal. These birdhouses, feeders,

and baths could be easily constructed by younger hobbyists, not just adults. Recommended for all

birding enthusiasts, as well as students." ÃƒÂ¢?? Library Journal

These bird houses and feeders are simple to build and the information on the birds is useful. I've

enjoyed it. I've built 2 so far and the directions are pretty good. I like that the dimensions are

included. Using redwood or cedar fencing is an inexpensive way of making them outdoor friendly.

Without chemicals.

good book

Great for the novice birdhouse builder; easy to understand instructions and detailed diagrams. The

photos are very nice and would recommend this book to anyone interested in constructing

birdhouses.

Good info

Have used this to make a couple of birdhouses with my son. A great time doing these projects

together...

Easy to follow plans. I'm going to make a bunch of them!



I wish instruction had been more clear but I have alr day built two from book.

The item was as described and arrived when promised.
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